Quia est  in eo
Virtus dormitiva,
Cujus  est  natura
Sensus assupire*.

But you did not feel like laughing when you were told
that the cause of "wide wings" lies precisely in the first chro-
mosome, in the company of the causes of "sloe eyes" and
"giant bodies/' and that the "hairy" gene is exactly 23 1/2
Morganides from the "dwarf" gene according to the third
Drosophila chromosome. A "Morganide" is a unit of space
within the chromosome introduced by the Morganists. This
name again reminded one of the man who, by no means a
Tom Thumb, felt quite at home inside minute threads.

He knew quite definitely that the genes within them lie
in a row,, like apothecary's tablets in a Lilliputian test tube.

In the Middle Ages, the pious monks who spent their
lives in prayer and vigils were visited by visions. Their cells
constantly teemed with tiny demons who tickled their heels
while they kneeled in prayer, sprinkled dried birds' drop-
pings on their shaven crowns, squeaked in the corners like mice,
and peeped over their shoulders when they were writing with
such eager curiosity that the pens made blots on the paper.
It is known that one day, Luther, being exceptionally pestered
by the Devil, threw an inkwell at him,

The Morganists were intimately acquainted with the in-
visible and inscrutable genes. They even treated them with
a certain amount of familiarity. Consequently, what happened
in 1933 might have been anticipated. In that year the English
geneticist Painter, who had been examining and making
drawings of Drosophila chromosomes for many years, noted

* Because it contains a sleepy virtue, the nature of which is to
lull the senses,
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